
每日一字  
Word of the Day 

福 (fú)  
The Chinese character "福" (fú) holds significant meaning in the culture, primarily 
conveying positive connotations. At its core, "福" embodies the notions of good fortune, 
happiness, and luck. It is often displayed during auspicious occasions and celebrations 
to wish for or symbolize prosperity and joyful outcomes. 

In everyday usage, "福" is frequently seen in phrases and expressions related to 
well-wishing, such as "wish you good fortune" or "may you have happiness." Its 
presence in decorative items, couplets, and even architectural designs during festivals 
like the Chinese New Year underscores its importance in invoking a sense of 
auspiciousness. 

Interestingly, "福" also serves a more mundane purpose - it is used as an abbreviation 
for Fujian Province (福建省), one of China's provinces located on the southeastern 
coast. Additionally, it can be found as a surname, Fu, though this usage is less 
commonly encountered in daily life compared to its symbolic and geographical 
applications. 

Traditional Festive Contexts 

●​ 福字 (fú zì) - The character "Fu" itself, often seen pasted upside down on doors 
during the Chinese New Year to symbolize good fortune arriving. 

●​ 福袋 (fú dāi) - A lucky bag filled with gifts or surprises. 

Philosophical and Religious Contexts 

●​ 福气 (fú qì) - Good luck, auspiciousness. 
●​ 祈福 (qí fú) - To pray for blessings or good fortune. 
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